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June 24, 2019 

 

 

Greetings Star Lake Families, 

 

I hope you are enjoying these first few days of summer! I know it feels a bit early to start talking about 

next year, but I wanted to provide information for those of you who like to get a jumpstart on school 

shopping. 

 

Starting this fall, Star Lake will no longer require students to wear uniforms.  We have had a 

uniform policy for many years to be in alliance with the uniform policy of Totem, the middle school we 

feed into. Totem has made the decision to not have a uniform policy next year. Sunnycrest Elementary is 

also moving away from uniforms in the fall, and Mark Twain made the decision to not have uniforms 

this year. Most of the elementary schools in Federal Way no longer have a uniform policy. While there 

are pros and cons to having uniforms instead of a dress code, our staff made the suggestion to move 

away from uniforms because we are finding the enforcement of a uniform policy at times detracts from 

academics and our work building positive relationships with students and families.  For example, 

students who arrive not in uniform have to go to the office to get uniform clothes to borrow, families 

become frustrated when they are unable to provide uniform clothes for their children, and school budget 

monies are spent on purchasing uniforms rather than academic resources for students. 

 

While we surveyed students, staff and families in the 2017-2018 school year about uniforms, we know 

we need to gather more up to date input.  Because district approval for this move away from a uniform 

policy came late in the school year, we will be starting in the fall with a DRESS CODE policy that is 

similar to many elementary schools in the district, and aligns with the district’s dress code policy. We 

will survey staff, students, and families throughout the next year and gather input regarding our dress 

code policy, and make revisions and adjustments as warrented by that input.  Please watch for 

opportunities to provide input in the fall. 

 

Attached is the Star Lake DRESS CODE policy that we will be in place when school starts in 

September. Again, we may make modifications and adjustments based on feedback, later in the school 

year.  Please contact me with any questions you may have. 

 

Best Regards, 

 

 

Kris Rennie, principal 

krennie@fwps.org 


